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Dear Ms. Dortch, 

The Nez Perce Tribe (Tribe) is located in North-Central Idaho, Idaho, with aboriginal tenitory in 
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington. The Tribe has occupied this 15 million acre homeland 
since time immemorial, and is recognized by the United States as a sovereign nation in the 
Treaty with the Nez Perces, 1855. The Tribe works with a variety of federal, state, and local 
agencies on small and large projects in the compliance of federal state, and local laws, including 
but not limited to, the National Historic Preservation Act (NHP A), National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA), and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA). Our Tribe protects irreplaceable sites and locations that are of religious and cultural 
significance to our people today by continuing the successful collaborative processes that have 
been established with federal agencies, other Indian tribes, and project developers. 

The Tribe appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) January 16, 2018 announcement and invitation to Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations (NHOs) to participate in conference calls on January 22 and 24 and February 5 
regarding co-location on certain towers. The FCC refers to these conference calls as a 
continuation of" ... the process of government-to-government consultation on ce1iain issues 
raised in the NPRM." The Nez Perce Tribe does not agree that the FCC offering open meetings 
to t1'.ibal representatives, including offering unstructured conference calls on short notice, 
constitute government-to-government consultation. Nor does mass email messages to hundreds 
of tribal representatives for a conference call, the first of which is less than one week away 
constitute government-to-government either. The Nez Perce Tribe has participated in these calls 
for informational purposes only, and does not recognize them as formal consultation. 






